Friends of Grant Park
Meeting Minutes - October 9, 2025

Present: Julia Dekker, Bill Sasse, Keith Sobczak, Barb Johnson, Chris Marifke, Susan
Gresser, Betsy Abert, Jody Johnson, Diane Hoffman, Deb Sindric, Lynn Meidam, Mary
Fortier, Lynn Crawford, Anamarie Adsen, Deb Pizur, Anne Schlimgen, Jeff Ziebelman,
Ben Bolz, Dean Schuetz, Jan Marsh, Pam Uhrig

Security - Officer Reynolds looked up the call sheet and found one person was taken
into custody because he was misbehaving otherwise there were no major incidents.
Someone asked about the number of sirens. Most of the time when you hear sirens it is
the fire department. There has been one credible gun shot incident. Most of the time it is
back firing cars and fireworks. If you see anyone carrying a firearm into the park report it
to the police or Sheriff Dept. Anything dealing with hunting or fishing contact the DNR.
One member said, they frequently hear gunshots after the park closes.

Treasurer's Report - Please see attached Treasurer ran through the finance report. Trek
n’ Treat profit is $1,362 as of Oct. 9. A few expenses and income have yet to be
recorded.

Introductions were done. A question was asked if the birdfeeder is moving. The answer
was no due to the traffic at the area 4 parking lot. Question about area 2 parking lot if it
will exist after the road gets repaved. If you want to share what you think about the road
or keeping the parking lot contact your County Supervisor before Thanksgiving 2025

Update on past events - Thanks to all that volunteered!

e Art Fair - Currently looking for a few artists in case not all artists return. Debby P.
is looking for anyone that would like to help with the event for July 19, 2026.

e Beach Cleanup - 66 pounds of trash was picked up. One of the signs that says
“stay on the path” was found, destroyed. The issue of RC cars going off trail
arose and the inconsistencies in how the rules are administered. Which led to a
discussion of damage done by the RC cars.

Another issue was raised about erosion by the Wil-O- Way ravine.

Calendar fundraiser - Proof of the 2026 calendar was passed around.

Gardens - Wil O’ Way and Wulff Lodge - looking for helpers for the summer. Both
gardens had a fall cleanup. Deb will look for funds for this year's fall garden work.
A few people said they will help with summer garden work.



e SM Doors Open, at Wulff Lodge - sold a few items and got comments from a few
people that lived in SM but never knew the lodge was there. 70 people toured the
lodge. Not sure if they will hold an open door SM next year.

e SM Market, Spring plant sale and winter indoors, fall to promote Trek n’ Treat.
Next market Dec. 13 we need volunteers to sell calendars.

e Suburban Soles - Debby P. is looking for someone to help with the event. Asked
if people had any suggestions for topics or speakers. Looking for people to be a
host at the talks.

Trek n’ Treat -280 children attended. Jody had a display of the restoration plan.
Tree Planting - need volunteers on Oct 18th to oversee high school students from
9 to 11am. Shovels/spades are needed to plant trees please contact Rick K if you
can lend a shovel or can supervise some students. Putting in oak trees, a few
maple, an assortment of birch and fruiting shrubs. Trees are in 5 gallon pots.
Marquette University students will help the following weekend to plant trees.
Rotary club donated money for larger trees to be planted

e Weedout - porcelain berry invasive species are being removed and bagged up at
Wil-O-Way and disposed of. Huge amounts of Buckthorn are being removed by
UWM students on Oct. 4th and 11th.

2027 Fundraiser - Event looking at an evening fundraiser on Earth Day 2027.
Other -Root Pike WIN, have been very successful getting grants. There is a watershed
plan for Oak Creek. There’s an overlap of watershed responsibility for the Oak Creek

but there is a watershed plan which is a starting point.

FEMA money was applied for, Parks got FEMA money and Grant Park 7 Bridges
Ravine is on the list of places to be repaired.

Nomination of Officers for 2026- Please think about nominating someone for a board
position as an officer or member at large.

Holiday get together - Dec. 11 Please consider a speaker or activity for the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Deb Pizur



